Some Scottish reactions over the 'prisoner(s) for oil deal'
 


 

Salmond opposes deal over bomber

19 hours ago

First Minister Alex Salmond has restated the Scottish Government's opposition to any deal which could see the Lockerbie bomber returned to Libya.

A spokesman for the First Minister said they were "strongly opposed" to this following reports a $900 million oil deal had been reached after the UK Government drafted a prisoner transfer agreement that could include Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi

The Financial Times last week reported the oil deal, between Libya and BP, had been held up because of Al Megrahi.
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And from the SCOTSMAN:-
 

  

· Published Date: 04 February 2008 

· Source: The Scotsman 

· Location: Scotland 

· Related Topics: Lockerbie 

 

ALEX Salmond prompted a new rift with Westminster yesterday when it emerged the UK government has now signed a deal with Libya which could pave the way for the transfer of prisoners to the North African country.

The First Minister is determined that Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi, the Lockerbie bomber who is in jail in Scotland, is not part of any deal. He has been seeking an "exclusion clause" from Westminster. 

However, it emerged over the weekend that Libya has ratified the deal without such an exclusion clause in place. Mr Salmond criticised Westminster for pushing ahead against the wishes of the Scottish Government.

A spokesman for Jack Straw, the UK Justice Secretary, said an exclusion clause was not necessary because Westminster could not transfer Megrahi without the express approval of the Scottish Government.

The full article contains 140 words and appears in The Scotsman newspaper.
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Edwin & Mahnaz Bollier, Mebo Ltd,

Zurich 04/02/2008 02:00:32 

The "Lockerbie Problem" is quietly pendent, because of the deliberately made delay by the Reappel court ... More news about the "Lockerbie Affair" on: http://www.lockerbie.ch
 

 

Edwin & Mahnaz Bollier, Mebo Ltd,

Zurich 04/02/2008 02:15:49 

We know that Blair wanted Megrahi transferred don't we and we know why? If the appeal goes successful ahead some very shocking truths may emerge, which would call into question the conduct of many over the tragedy that happened in the skies over Lockerbie.

The next appeal termin is on the 20th February 2008 at the High Court in Edinburgh.

More news about the "Lockerbie Affair" on: http://www.lockerbie.ch

2Right,

 

 

On Location 04/02/2008 03:27:05 

Any moves to transfer Megrahi before his appeal will only suggest that justice will never be done.
The justice system will never recover from such a move.

More Lockerbie News Here,

http://shirleymckie.myfastforum.org/ftopic33-90.php&sid=03bd9c6e73eb19d8c7cf8ac2d3f7dfb6

And here,

http://williambeck.blogspot.com/2008/02/lockerbie-investigator-misleads-sccrc.html

2Right,

 

 

On Location 04/02/2008 03:30:47 

It will remain to be seen if SNP will value the deal with BP over the lives of the victims who deserve a proper hearing and truth.
The families of the dead are the ones left in limbo please don't let them down.

Justice must prevail,= Proper Appeal before any moves

 

gwp,

Lockerbie 04/02/2008 08:23:11 

As a resident of Lockerbie who was there in the first minutes and helped pick up many of the victims I am disgusted with the political posturing that is all about oil reserves and trading with Libya. 

Megrahi should stay in prison for life. He is the finger on the arm that stretches back to Libya and its leader, a known sponsor of terrorism.

 

Mr. Lachie Todd,

Edinburgh 04/02/2008 09:42:26 

Alex Salmond is well aware that Scotland is a stateless nation, and therefore has no say in what the U.K. unitary state decides regarding al-Megrahi. 

ochone,

Sauchie, Clack's 04/02/2008 10:06:01 

How exactly is Alex Salmond promting a new rift with Westminster?

It's westminster who have been doing deals behind other peoples backs, even though they had earlier denied it.

This has now become public, as first Minister is Salmond supposed to sit back and say nothing.

If it had beena Tory government doing this, then Labour and their cronies in the media, would have been shouting about it and urging Salmond to get involved even more and if he didn't they would then try to crucify him.

And they know it.

yockel,

 

 

04/02/2008 11:44:02 

Sorry gwp 6# I for one just don't believe Megrahi had anything to do with it and it is unlikely you could find a jury that could be persuaded of that either.
What I find even more implausible is that on this occasion I have to agree with Jack Straw!
"an exclusion clause was not necessary because Westminster could not transfer Megrahi without the express approval of the Scottish Government"
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And from the Sunday Post:-
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	Deal done to let
bomber go home 
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By Campbell Gunn
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LOCKERBIE bomber Abdelbaset al Megrahi looks set to spend the remainder of his prison sentence in Libya, following a deal agreed by Westminster.
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A major oil contract was signed between a UK company and Libya last week — a move that could pave the way for the transfer home of Mr Megrahi.
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It is believed a £900-million oil deal with BP was made following the conclusion of a Prisoner Transfer Agreement with Libya, which includes Megrahi.
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He is in jail in Scotland for the 1988 bombing that killed 257 people on Pan Am flight 103, as well as 13 residents of Lockerbie.
Oil deal
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The oil contract was part of the deal brokered last year by Mr Blair on a state visit to the North African country.
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But it was not finalised because the Libyan government were angry that back in Britain the Government stated the Prisoner Transfer Agreement specifically excluded Mr Megrahi.
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First Minister Alex Salmond was yesterday said to be furious at the news.
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Westminster has no jurisdiction over the Scottish legal system, or prisoners held in Scottish jails.
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Both the legal system and prison matters north of the border are matters for Scottish ministers at Holyrood.
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However, Prisoner Transfer Agreements are international treaties, for which the UK Government has sole responsibility.
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There is now belief in the Foreign Office this treaty takes precedence over the Scottish ministers’ control of prisoners held in Scottish jails.
Furious
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SNP ministers were furious that Mr Blair had appeared to ignore the Scottish legal system when he signed the original agreement with Libya.
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A spokesman for Mr Blair claimed last year Mr Megrahi had been specifically excluded from the agreement.
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However, Libyan government sources claimed the transfer of Mr Megrahi had been the main reason for signing the Prisoner Transfer Agreement. And yesterday, the Foreign Office admitted he had not been excluded.
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Yesterday Mr Salmond’s spokesman said he hadn’t changed his opinion on the matter since he raised concerns last year.
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“We strongly opposed a Prisoner Transfer Agreement which is open-ended and failed to secure the exclusion the UK Government pledged to seek,” he said.
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“The latest allegations are very serious and it is for the UK Government to explain how and why they arrived at the present situation.”
Timing 
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Scottish ministers are particularly angry about the timing of the contract announcement as Mr Megrahi is involved in an appeal against his conviction.
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He is due to appear in court again on February 20, with a full appeal hearing likely to be held later this year. The Prisoner Transfer Agreement would only come into effect if the appeal fails.
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A Scottish Government source stated yesterday that they would at all times uphold the integrity of the Scottish legal system.
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“The warnings made by the Scottish Government back in June about the UK Government’s handling of the matter have been totally vindicated by this latest development,” he added.
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However, a spokesman for the Foreign Office said their position had not changed. “The regulation of international agreements is a matter for the UK Government.” 


