Judges reject interference claims in Lockerbie appeal

2 days ago   From Agence France Press 9th Mach
LONDON (AFP) — The British government is not interfering in the case of a Libyan man convicted over the 1988 Lockerbie bombing, three Scottish judges ruled Friday in a potential setback for his appeal.

Lawyers for Abdelbaset Ali Mohmet Al-Megrahi claim the British government in London was interfering in Scotland's independent judicial system by opposing the disclosure of secret documents on national security grounds.

They argue it is unlawful for Britain's top legal officer in Scotland, the advocate general, to oppose a decision taken by Scotland's top prosecutor, the lord advocate, who, they said, indicated the mystery files should be released.

But three appeal court judges in Edinburgh ruled Friday that their interpretation of the lord advocate's position was mistaken.

"The competence of the advocate general's plea is not dependent on the lord advocate positively asserting an immunity in a field in which she has no direct involvement," they added.

Megrahi, 55, is challenging his 2001 conviction and 27-year jail sentence for the bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over the town in southern Scotland on December 19, 1988.

A total of 270 people died -- 259 on board the plane and 11 people on the ground -- in what remains Britain's worst terrorist attack.

His lawyers have requested the secret documents, provided by an unnamed foreign power and which were kept from his defence team at trial, maintaining it could constitute a miscarriage of justice if withheld.

One of the documents relates to the supply of timers which allegedly exploded the bomb and was pivotal to his conviction, a hearing last October was told.

A decision as to whether the files will be released to his legal team will be decided at a later date.
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THE Government got the go-ahead yesterday to argue that they should not hand over a top-secret document on the Lockerbie bombing. 

They insisted UK security could be at risk if it was given to lawyers for the Libyan convicted of the atrocity. 

The paper was passed to the UK in confidence by a mystery country - not the US - who are refusing to allow its disclosure. 

Lawyers for Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi, 55, said the Government should not be able to hide behind a public interest immunity plea. 

But the Court of Criminal Appeal in Edinburgh decided to allow the unusual plea and a hearing will take place later. 

