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STEPHEN Spielberg is to be approached about making a movie on the 1988 Lockerbie bombing.

It has been reported that the Hollywood legend is involved in project to take the story of the terrorist atrocity – which killed 270 people – to the big screen.

A former Israeli secret agent has written a fictional account of the story behind the air disaster. It is due to be published next year and he is understood to have contacted a number of big-name directors, including Spielberg, about film rights.

He acted as an investigator for American airline Pan Am during the Lockerbie inquiry and believes the book will have a worldwide impact.

“It is a powerful story which will make a fantastic movie,” he said.

Spielberg has already directed a movie based one of the author’s books, Munich.

News that the disaster could be made into a film has not, however, been welcomed in Lockerbie.

Dumfries and Galloway Councillor Ted Brown said: “I am not convinced that it is an appropriate subject for a Hollywood film.”

He added that residents recognised that the 20th anniversary of the bombing was approaching, but that they wanted it marked in a low-key way.
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And this: 
	LOCKERBIE DISASTER STORY IS HOLLYWOOD-BOUND 
	



	


	




	Written by James MacGregor    

	Monday, 31 December 2007 

	Former Israeli agent Juval Aviv, the man who wrote the story behind Stephen Spielberg’s thriller Munich, is turning his attention to the Lockerbie jetliner disaster in which 270 people died when an aircraft exploded almost directly over the quiet Scottish town. But Aviv is laying blame for the bombing of the U.S.-bound Pan American aircraft on Iran, not Libya.

Aviv’s new book Flight 103 is a fictional account, but he is fervently hoping Hollywood will want to turn it into a major movie, just as Spielberg did with blockbuster Munich. The former Mossad agent says he is talking to a number of Hollywood directors about his book, which is due to be published in January, in the 20th anniversary year of the bombing, which happened in December 1988.

Speaking in New York Juval Aviv said: "I believe the book will have an impact around the world because what happened over Lockerbie that day affected so many people in so many countries, and continues to do so.  It's a powerful story that will make a fantastic movie. Some very high-profile directors in Hollywood have seen the book and are very interested. Nothing has been signed yet, but I'm very optimistic that a deal will be done."

Aviv was a lead investigator for Pan Am during the Lockerbie inquiry and admits his book is his account of what he is convinced actually happened in December 1988. In his story a retired Israeli agent discovers Tehran ordered an American plane to be destroyed as retaliation for the U.S. downing an Iranian airliner with 133 civilians on board earlier in 1988.

Flight 103 by Sam Green is published by Century on January 24.
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And from the Scotsman:
 

· Published Date: 01 January 2008 

· Source: The Scotsman 

· Location: Scotland 

 

Alternative take

IAIN MCKIE, father of former detective Shirley McKie, from Ayr, warns the forensic foundation of our entire legal system is under threat.

FOR well over a century police, lawyers, judges and juries have accepted forensic evidence without question. But now as "light is being let in on the magic", fingerprinting, DNA, footwear, firearm and the other such evidence is being challenged and found wanting.

The Omagh bombing, the World's End Murders, the Templeton Woods murder and the SCRO fingerprint case have all sh 

own that previously infallible evidence is indeed fallible and finally the prosecution system is being forced to review its whole forensic strategy (your report, 22 December).

While this is bad enough, Lockerbie and other cases have also revealed evidence of police and Crown Office incompetence, political intrigue and a court and legal system struggling to cope. 

A system where justice takes forever and at a prohibitive cost. Slowly the realisation is dawning that we are faced with a justice system no longer fit for purpose. A system where there is very real danger of the innocent being found guilty and the guilty escaping punishment. Instead of the usual face saving "first aid" aimed at preserving the power and privilege of those within the system, the time is long overdue for broad ranging public and political debate aimed at creating an open, accountable and accessible system.

The full article contains 229 words and appears in The Scotsman newspaper.
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