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	Miliband has made Lockerbie appeal a mockery of justice
 

Editorial
 

IN DECEMBER this year it will be 20 years since 270 people - passengers, crew and residents of Lockerbie - died when Pan Am flight 103 was blown out of the sky. After one of the most complex and detailed terrorist investigations ever mounted into a mass murder, a Libyan was convicted and is currently serving life in a Scottish jail. Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi has already had his case brought before a court of appeal and had it dismissed. It was re-examined to ensure there had been no miscarriage of justice, that the verdict was beyond reasonable doubt and that, crucially, he had received what should be the mark of any civilised country: a robust and fair trial.

For exactly the same legal reasons, the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission last year granted leave for a second appeal. It knew its decision would be extending the longest, most expensive and most high-profile case ever brought before a Scottish court. The aim of this second appeal is once again straightforward: to ask whether the initial verdict was sound. Once again, for proceedings to be seen as fair and just, al-Megrahi has a right to be told the full nature of the Crown's evidence against him. And for that to happen under any statutory definition of justice, there must be disclosure of this evidence in order for his defence team to present their case the best they can.

The decision to re-examine the conviction was justified when it became clear that documentary evidence given to the Scottish police in 1996, said to be from an unnamed foreign government, was kept from al-Megrahi's counsel.

The Lord Advocate, Elish Angiolini, QC, has now indicated that she wants to release this material. As an experienced Queen's Counsel she will know her decision is not abstract or difficult to comprehend, but based on the simple principles of justice and the entitlement to a fair trial. The overriding requirement of her office is to ensure there are mechanisms in place which will ensure the delivery of a fair trail.

Foreign Secretary David Miliband, and by implication Gordon Brown's government, doesn't see things this way. The Foreign Office has said it is not in the public interest to release the documents, and that they were initially given to UK authorities on the understanding they would not be made public.

Miliband's decision to sign a public interest immunity certificate that prevents disclosure to al-Megrahi's defence of this potentially crucial evidence, ignoring and over-ruling the wishes of the Lord Advocate, is a disgraceful one that will do nothing for the international reputation of British justice. Since when was it in the public interest to treat a court of law as though it were an inconvenience in a wider game of supposed diplomatic back-door dealings?

There is of course a wider constitutional implication at stake, with a Westminster Cabinet member threatening the statutory independence of Scottish courts. For al-Megrahi, and for the families of those who lost their lives in and above Lockerbie and who want justice to be done, Miliband is making a mockery of the appeal proceedings.

More poignant questions for the Foreign Office centre on why it sees it necessary to overrule the Lord Advocate; why it would risk an unsound verdict in order to protect an agreement with an unnamed foreign country; and, perhaps the most disturbing of all, why it no longer has any faith in Scottish courts, or any court of law.

This second appeal should be the arena where all we know of the Lockerbie bombing is laid bare - something which, after 20 years, we should already know. The games the Foreign Office is playing will prevent this happening.
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Posted by: Edwin & Mahnaz Bollier, MEBO, Zurich/Switzerland on 12:09am Sun 24 Feb 08
Disgrace, Disgrace for the "Westminster Justice"... Governmental interference, political intrigues and suppression instead of civil and human rights !!! The Appeal Court in Edinburgh was reported on(20.2.2008) that the Scottish Lord Advocate Elish Angiolini QC had agreed to open the secret text about the electronic MEBO MST-13 timer in the document under "national security" which relieves Libya and its official Mr Megrahi. But the UK Government by Advocate General Lord Davidson QC, blocked the progress and has argued that it is not in the public interest to release the secret document. He claimed: "The national security was at stake"!!! With the support of the clearty Affidavit, MEBO is very confident that the Libyan Official Mr. Abdelbaset al-Megrahi (political hostage) gets soon back his honour and liberty after the Scottish Appeal Court in Edinburgh, has revised its decision in the "Lockerbie-Affair". The political hostage and "Lockerbie victim 271" Abdelbaset AL MEGRAHI, suffering since April 6th, 1999 until now 296,675,090 painful seconds, innocent in scottish prisons... More truth news on: www.lockerbie.ch 

Disgrace, Disgrace for the "Westminster Justice"...

Governmental interference, political intrigues and suppression instead of civil and human rights !!!

The Appeal Court in Edinburgh was reported on(20.2.2008) that the Scottish Lord Advocate Elish Angiolini QC had agreed to open the secret text about the electronic MEBO MST-13 timer in the document under "national security" which relieves Libya and its official Mr Megrahi.

But the UK Government by Advocate General Lord Davidson QC, blocked the progress and has argued that it is not in the public interest to release the secret document.
He claimed: "The national security was at stake"!!! 

With the support of the clearty Affidavit,
MEBO is very confident that the Libyan Official Mr. Abdelbaset al-Megrahi (political hostage) gets soon back his honour and liberty after the Scottish Appeal Court in Edinburgh, has revised its decision in the "Lockerbie-Affair".

The political hostage and "Lockerbie victim 271" Abdelbaset AL MEGRAHI, suffering since April 6th, 1999 until now

296,675,090 painful seconds, innocent in scottish prisons...

More truth news on:
www.lockerbie.ch
Quote | Report this post
Posted by: Clare, Lanarkshire on 12:48am Sun 24 Feb 08
Excellent Editorial. Interesting that there was so much fuss yesterday about Salmond daring to suggest Ministers could get involved in certain transfers from Carstairs, with calls from Labour that he was over-stepping his authority, yet here's Milliband over-ruling the Lord Advocate. The government's determination to stop this paperwork being made public suggests much fear on their part. Clearly they have a great deal to hide. 
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Posted by: James Johnson, USA on 6:54am Sun 24 Feb 08
If the accused is not permitted to examine the evidence used to convict him, there is no reasonable way he can defend himself and justice will not be done. I truly feel for those victims and their families, and I fully support their demand for justice. However, tying the hands of the accused defense lawyers and blinding them by hiding the very evidence used to convict the accused is not justice by any measure. This case has shaken my confidence in the British Justice and has cast a dark shadow on the credibility of the international community to transcend politics in the interest of justice. In the interest of justice, Mr. Al-Megrahi should be let free if the UK government can not reveal the evidence against him. 
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They are more concerned with BEA's miniatures.
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Posted by: Disgusted Dorothy, Glasgow on 11:01am Sun 24 Feb 08
Thank you Sunday Herald! It truly is a travesty of justice.
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If they do not release this information then his conviction is unsound and he should be freed accordingly. It's as simple as that. 
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Posted by: Frank Duggan, Washington DC on 7:43pm Sun 24 Feb 08
The travesty here is your "newspaper" which is a travesty on the truth. The Lockerbie case was solved, the guilty guy (one of them) was found guilty, and that's the end of this story. You can keep beating this dead horse, and misleading your gullible readers, but the conviction will stand, as it should. Frank Duggan
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Frank Duggan wrote:
The travesty here is your "newspaper" which is a travesty on the truth. The Lockerbie case was solved, the guilty guy (one of them) was found guilty, and that's the end of this story. You can keep beating this dead horse, and misleading your gullible readers, but the conviction will stand, as it should. Frank Duggan
Frank Duggan, the gullible are those in the States who suffer an abomination like Guantanomo Bay and accept your President's word that it has to be that way. Go away!

We have an Appeal Procedure in this country and everyone is entitled to a fair trial. If this man has been granted leave to appeal then he is entitled to access to the evidence used against him. Its called justice. Go figure. 
Quote | Report this post
Posted by: ajcha, scotland on 8:28pm Sun 24 Feb 08
Is not good to hate MEGRAHI,HE ISN'T GUILTY,the guilty man is the who was realised from gheddafi,not MEGRAHI.I AM NEAR HIM WITH MY SUPPORT.he has suffered too much for injustice of people.Now he need justice.
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Posted by: T. MUIR, EDINBURGH on 8:37pm Sun 24 Feb 08
Frank, I wish the real world was as simple as it is for you. You obviously know the truth which some of us are still seeking. If you want are happy with your truth perhaps you will excuse those who are left with questions. Maybe you can share with us the secret of your offensive certainty.
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Explanation to Mr. Chris Glasgow In 2003 the Gadafi Foundation in Geneva - not the State of Libya - paid compensation to the descendants of the victims under explicit objection that the state of Libya had absolutely nothing to do with this terror act and could therefore not be made responsible for eventually commited crimes by any of its citizens not acting on governmental instructions. In the world press this objection was never mentioned and its widely accepted that Libya's paying compensation is equivalent to a confession. That is absolutely wrong and an infamous lie of the worlds' leading news agencies against Libya by quoting only half of the truth! The reason why Libya accepted to pay compensation was because of the devastating embargo against Libya since 1993, provisionally lifted 1999 after the delivery of two Libyan Officials accused for the Lockerbie bombing to a court in the Netherlands (Camp Zeist), and defintitely lifted (2003) after Libya's enforced paying compensation for the descendants of the victims of UTA-772 (35 million US$) and PanAm-103 (2.7 billion US$). The economical damage for Libya because of this unjustly imposed embargo amounts to a minimum of 40 billion US$. More truth news on: www.lockerbie.ch
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The whole case is a travesty and has made the Scottish justice system a laughing stock across the world. The so called facts presented by the prosecution fail to stand up to any amount of examination and the entire farce has GOVERNMENT interference plastered all over it. Try reading the excellent "PAN AM 103 - Flight from Justice" 
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The more instances I see of justice being kicked into the gutter by those in power, the more I'm convinced that this country will experience a revolution in my lifetime.
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