From Malta News, Malta
 
My CV is a bit garbled to say the least, but slowly events seem to be gathering momentum. The HERALD has been investing in some interesting work.
 
International reports suggest that a secret agreement has increased the odds that convicted Pan Am 103 Bomber may be freed. 
According to the Scottish Glasgow Herald, “sources close to the case” allege that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) offered $2 million to Tony Gauci, a Maltese shopkeeper who supposedly sold Megrahi some clothes that were found at the Lockerbie crash site.
It has not been confirmed that Tony Gauci and his brother Paul accepted any money. Paul was not called as a witness at Megrahi’s Camp Zeist, Netherlands trial, but the offer is directly relevant to the credibility of Tony Gauci. Megrahi’s defense team was never told of the CIA offer.
Lawyers for Abdel Basit Ali Megrahi, convicted of downing Pan American Airways Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland on Dec. 21, 1988, lodged their appeal on Oct. 3, according to the Herald. The appeal follows a June 28 decision by the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission (SCCRC) that there may have been a miscarriage of justice in the conviction of Libyan intelligence officer Megrahi. 
The Herald also revealed that, in the course of its three-year investigation, the SCCRC found a “top secret document” concerning the timing device which allegedly detonated the bomb that destroyed Pan Am 103. Citing national security reasons, the Crown (prosecution) is still refusing to hand the document over to the defense. 
An agreement by the Crown with the U.S. government not to disclose certain material has been seen by the Herald. Dr. Jim Swire, whose daughter Flora died in the Pan Am crash, is quoted by the Herald as saying, “It is shocking to me that…after 19 years of trying to get to the truth about who murdered my daughter, national security is being used as an excuse.” 
Dr. Swire, an explosives expert in the British army who resigned to study medicine, has always been convinced that the bomb which destroyed Pan Am 103 was originally loaded aboard at London’s Heathrow Airport. He thus disagreed with the premise of the prosecution’s case at the Camp Zeist trial: that the bomb was loaded in Valetta aboard an Air Malta flight bound for Frankfurt, where it was then loaded onto a connector flight to London, and there offloaded onto Pan Am 103. 
The very complexity of carrying a bomb from Malta to blow up a Pan American Airways flight over Scotland required an awkwardly complicated skein of evidence to prove the prosecution’s case. The prosecution had to prove that someone in Valetta sneaked a bomb aboard an Air Malta plane, that that person bought clothes at a certain shop in Valetta on a particular day, and that fabric from those clothes was found at the Pan Am crash site at Lockerbie. 
In addition, the prosecution had to prove that the same person who sneaked the bomb aboard the Air Malta flight had acquired the timer (the circuit board) which allegedly detonated the bomb. That someone, that person, was Megrahi, according to the trial verdict at Camp Zeist. 
Now it appears that the two proofs required of the prosecution have fallen apart. The key witness who identified Megrahi as that “someone,” Tony Gauci, the Valetta shopkeeper, has lost his credibility because of the up to $2 million bribe offered him by the CIA. And the timer which supposedly detonated the bomb aboard Pan Am 103 has been placed by the U.S. government under “not to disclose” orders with the Crown. 
Dr. Robert Black, former professor of criminal law at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and originator of the idea of trying the Lockerbie defendants under Scottish law in the Netherlands, told The herald that Megrahi probably would be freed next year. The prosecution’s agreement not to disclose the document regarding the timer could seriously hamper its case against the appeal. 
Assuming that what appear to be the present facts are true and Megrahi is indeed freed means that Libya, which agreed to pay $10 million to each of the families of the Pan Am crash victims, is not guilty. That opens the possibility of a serious look for the real culprit who so criminally snuffed out 270 lives, concludes The Herald. 
 
#########################################
And from Scottish Television this, (note that following his research for PamAm/insurers, Juval Aviv was the subject of a prosecution brought by the FBI, which was described by the judge hearing the case as the worst case of malicious prosecution that he had ever come across:
..............................................................
Controversial novelist plans Lockerbie movie 

A controversial novelist is planning to turn the Lockerbie disaster into a Hollywood film - but blaming Iran, and not Libya, for the bombing.
Former Israeli secret agent Juval Aviv has already written a fictional account of the crash which killed 270 people in 1988.
The script is now being considered by film director Steven Spielberg.  No deal has been signed yet, but the book is published next month.
################################
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Special Report 

Secret Agreement Increases Odds That Convicted Pan Am 103 Bomber May Be Freed

By Andrew I. Killgore

Lawyers for Abdel Basit Ali Megrahi, convicted of downing Pan American Airways Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland on Dec. 21, 1988, lodged their appeal on Oct. 3, according to the Scottish Glasgow Herald. The appeal follows a June 28 decision by the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission (SCCRC) that there may have been a miscarriage of justice in the conviction of Libyan intelligence officer Megrahi.

According to the Herald, “sources close to the case” allege that the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) offered $2 million to Tony Gauci, a Valetta, Malta shopkeeper who supposedly sold Megrahi some clothes that were found at the Lockerbie crash site. It has not been confirmed that Tony Gauci and his brother Paul accepted any money. Paul was not called as a witness at Megrahi’s Camp Zeist, Netherlands trial, but the offer is directly relevant to the credibility of Tony Gauci. Megrahi’s defense team was never told of the CIA offer.

The Herald also revealed that, in the course of its three-year investigation, the SCCRC found a “top secret document” concerning the timing device which allegedly detonated the bomb that destroyed Pan Am 103. Citing national security reasons, the Crown (prosecution) is still refusing to hand the document over to the defense. An agreement by the Crown with the U.S. government not to disclose certain material has been seen by the Herald. Dr. Jim Swire, whose daughter Flora died in the Pan Am crash, is quoted by the Herald as saying, “It is shocking to me that…after 19 years of trying to get to the truth about who murdered my daughter, national security is being used as an excuse.”

Megrahi’s defense team was never told of the CIA offer.

Dr. Swire, an explosives expert in the British army who resigned to study medicine, has always been convinced that the bomb which destroyed Pan Am 103 was originally loaded aboard at London’s Heathrow Airport. He thus disagreed with the premise of the prosecution’s case at the Camp Zeist trial: that the bomb was loaded in Valetta aboard an Air Malta flight bound for Frankfurt, where it was then loaded onto a connector flight to London, and there offloaded onto Pan Am 103.

The very complexity of carrying a bomb from Malta to blow up a Pan American Airways flight over Scotland required an awkwardly complicated skein of evidence to prove the prosecution’s case. The prosecution had to prove that someone in Valetta sneaked a bomb aboard an Air Malta plane, that that person bought clothes at a certain shop in Valetta on a particular day, and that fabric from those clothes was found at the Pan Am crash site at Lockerbie. In addition, the prosecution had to prove that the same person who sneaked the bomb aboard the Air Malta flight had acquired the timer (the circuit board) which allegedly detonated the bomb. That someone, that person, was Megrahi, according to the trial verdict at Camp Zeist.

Now it appears that the two proofs required of the prosecution have fallen apart. The key witness who identified Megrahi as that “someone,” Tony Gauci, the Valetta shopkeeper, has lost his credibility because of the up to $2 million bribe offered him by the CIA. And the timer which supposedly detonated the bomb aboard Pan Am 103 has been placed by the U.S. government under “not to disclose” orders with the Crown. 

The High Cost of Secrecy

Dr. Robert Black, former professor of criminal law at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, and originator of the idea of trying the Lockerbie defendants under Scottish law in the Netherlands, told this writer on July 5 that Megrahi probably would be freed next year. The prosecution’s agreement not to disclose the document regarding the timer could seriously hamper its case against the appeal. 

Assuming that what appear to be the present facts are true and Megrahi is indeed freed means that Libya, which agreed to pay $10 million to each of the families of the Pan Am crash victims, is not guilty. That opens the possibility of a serious look for the real culprit who so criminally snuffed out 270 lives. Somebody is guilty of a heinous crime. But who?

#########################################

And from 'Taiindian News'
................................................................
Munich writer eyeing Speilberg for helming Lockerbie story

December 24th, 2007 - 12:08 pm 

London, December 24 (ANI): Juval Aviv, a former Israeli secret agent and the writer of the book that inspired Steven Spielbergs award-winning 2005 film Munich, is now working on a fiction about the Lockerbie disaster of December 1988 that claimed about 270 lives. 

The former Mossad agents book will blame Iran, instead of Libya, for the atrocity. 

Aviv hopes that Spielberg will turn his new project, dubbed Flight 103, into a hit movie. 

The book, which alleges that the Iranians and the American secret services were complicit in the atrocity, is scheduled for publication early next year. 

Aviv is already in talks with a number of high-profile Hollywood directors over the film rights, and Spielberg is said to be one of them. 

“I believe the book will have an impact around the world because what happened over Lockerbie that day affected so many people in so many countries, and continues to do so, the Scotsman quoted Aviv as saying.

“It’s a powerful story that will make a fantastic movie. Some very high-profile directors in Hollywood have seen the book and are very interested. Nothing has been signed yet, but I am very optimistic that a deal will be done,” he added. 

He expressed full faith in Spielberg, calling him the ideal man to bring his vision to the big screen.

“Steven is looking at the book right now. I worked closely with him on Munich and he is someone whom I admire greatly. My initial fear was that Munich could become little more than a Jewish James Bond movie. But Steven created a thought-provoking political movie, which showed the heavy toll that the assignment took on the agents who participated,” he said. 

Aviv was among the investigators who probed the Lockerbie disaster. He says that his book will carry the events that he believes had actually occurred. (ANI)

 

#############################

And from the HERALD
Judge raps law chiefs for delays to Lockerbie document

LUCY ADAMS, Chief Reporter
December 21 2007
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The row over the Crown's refusal to disclose a top-secret document vital to unearthing the truth about the Lockerbie bombing has descended into "farce".

At a special procedural hear-ing yesterday, Scotland's most senior judge was forced to reprimand Elish Angiolini, the Lord Advocate, and Neil Davidson, the Advocate General, for their failure to provide adequate reasons to the court and the defence.

Lord Hamilton, the Lord President, said he was "deeply disappointed" with the delays.

advertisement

The Advocate General, a legal post intended to link the Westminster Government with the devolved Scottish administration, asked the three appeal judges to regard his arguments as "a work in progress".

Lord Hamilton said it was "quite unsatisfactory" that lawyers on the Crown side were not better prepared.

The hearing raised serious arguments about devolution and the interference of the UK Government, as the Advocate General, its most senior legal adviser on Scottish legal issues, argued that he should make the decision.

In a written submission to the defence, he claimed that the document should not be disclosed for reasons of public interest immunity but failed to provide the required reasons or certificate.

The defence team argued that the Lord Advocate, the chief prosecutor in Scotland and the holder of the document, should make the decision and provide reasons if she chooses not to disclose.

As the court discussed why the document has still not been disclosed, Alex Salmond, the First Minister, spoke of his disappointment with the UK Government for failing to deliver on a promise to ensure Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al Megrahi, the Libyan convicted of the bombing, would be excluded from any prisoner transfer deal.

He warned that, without an exclusion clause, any prisoner who was refused a transfer could seek a judicial review by going to the courts, taking the matter out of government hands.

The row comes on the eve of the 19th anniversary of the Lockerbie bombing, in which 270 people died when PanAm 103 was blown up in 1988.

The secret document from an unnamed foreign country is thought to be about the MST13 timer which allegedly detonated the bomb.

The document was discov- ered by the Scottish Criminal Cases Review Commission team, which spent three years investigating his conviction. Using its enhanced powers, the commission compelled the Crown to show it the document and decided the contents were sufficiently important for a court to have concluded the conviction could have been a miscarriage of justice.

The commission referred the case back to the court in June after ruling that there were six grounds on which a miscarriage of justice may have occurred, including non-disclosure.

Margaret Scott, defence QC, said: "When it comes to criminal proceedings, it's for the Lord Advocate to assert public interest. There are not two chief prosecutors in Scotland, there is one."

Advocate-depute Ronnie Clancy, QC, defended the position, claiming it was an issue reserved for the UK Government as it involved international relations.

"The view was taken by the Lord Advocate that the public interest immunity should be left to the UK Government because the subject matter of the plea was likely to be a reserved matter," he said.

Professor Robert Black, one of the architects of the original trial at Camp Zeist in the Netherlands, said: "This is turning into a complete farce. The whole thing is a shambles and shows the weakness of the Lord Advocate. That she should be prepared to abrogate her decision on disclosure and public interest immunity is disgraceful."

A number of further hearings are planned for January and February for lawyers to argue about public interest immunity, defence access to items of evidence being stored by police, and about how wide the scope of the eventual appeal will be.

Dr Jim Swire, whose daughter Flora died in the tragedy, said: "I cannot see why the Advocate General is getting involved in this irrelevant attempt to delay the court proceedings. The Lord Advocate is the head of the prosecution and should be handling this."

###########################

From: Press TV Teheran - an interesting point of origin...
.................................
 

Hollywood to frame Iran for Lockerbie 
Sun, 23 Dec 2007 19:59:47 


Hollywood and Israel join hands to blame Iran for masterminding the Lockerbie disaster in a new cinematic adaptation of the event. 

The film will be based on a book by Juval Aviv, the former Israeli secret agent and a top investigator for Pan American during the Lockerbie inquiry. 

According to the Scotland on Sunday website, Flight 103 which will hit the market on Jan. 24th, 2008, accuses the Iranian and American secret services of involvement in the incident. 

The former Mossad agent has negotiated the film rights with a number of high-profile Hollywood directors including the acclaimed Steven Spielberg, who had hired him as a consultant in 2005 for his award-winning film Munich. 

Lockerbie is a town located in south-western Scotland, which is internationally known as the wreckage site of the Pan Am Flight 103 which crashed on Dec. 21, 1988 as a result of a terrorist bombing. 

In 1991 Libyan intelligence agent, Abdelbaset ali Mohmed al-Megrahi was charged with planting the bomb and was sentenced to life imprisonment in Jan. 2001. 

Steven Spielberg is a prize-winning American filmmaker, who is famous for international box office hits such as Jaws, E.T, and Jurassic Park. 
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And again from the HERALD:
 

Govt blocks release of vital Lockerbie appeal document
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The Government has stepped in to block access to a mystery document that could cast doubt over the conviction of the Lockerbie bomber.

The official papers have been requested by lawyers representing Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi, who is appealing against his conviction for the 1988 atrocity.

But a court hearing today heard that the document, handed to prosecutors by an undisclosed foreign government, is likely to be subject to an order banning the disclosure of its contents to the public.

advertisement

The Advocate General, the top UK law officer in Scotland, intends to lodge a Public Interest Immunity plea after the government in question refused to grant its disclosure.

Objecting to the move, Al Megrahi's lawyers said that only Scotland's top prosecutor, the Lord Advocate, has the authority to make that decision on behalf of the public.

Margaret Scott QC told judges at Edinburgh High Court: "When it comes to criminal proceedings, it's for the Lord Advocate to assert public interest."

But Crown Counsel Ronnie Clancy QC, defended the position, claiming it was an issue reserved for the UK Government.

"The view was taken by the Lord Advocate that the Public Interest Immunity should be left to the UK Government because the subject matter of the plea was likely to be a reserved matter."

Today's hearing, on the eve of the 19th anniversary of the bombing, took place after the Crown had previously pledged to resolve the matter of the document request.

Mr Clancy told an October hearing that there was "a distinct possibility" that some or all of the documents requested by the defence would be disclosed within six weeks.

But today the Crown asked further time to discuss the issues surrounding the document.

It is understood that a certificate must also be submitted to the court in relation to the Public Interest Immunity plea.

The request for extra time was granted by judges who criticised prosecutors over the delays and their failure to provide more thorough answers to the defence's requests at the last hearing.

I think that the Crown has its back against the wall on this issue
Jim Swire
The Lord Advocate was also rebuked.

The Lord Justice General, Lord Hamilton, said: "We regard it as very unsatisfactory that the Lord Advocate has not seen fit to make plain in her answers what her position is in relation to Public Interest Immunity."

Al Megrahi is serving a minimum of 27 years for the bombing, which occurred when the Pan Am flight 103 exploded over Lockerbie, killing 270 people.

The Scottish Criminal Case Review Commission (SCCRC) referred the case back to the court earlier this year after ruling that there were six grounds where they believed a miscarriage of justice may have occurred.

One of the grounds was the non-disclosure of documents by prosecutors at Al Megrahi's trial.

Defence lawyer Ms Scott said: "It's the Lord Advocate's duty to consider... whether or not a document should be disclosed to the defence to ensure a fair trial.

"I cannot understand why there is this almost 'hiding behind' the Advocate General."

The Advocate General Neil Davidson QC was in court for the hearing which lasted almost three hours.

Mr Davidson also requested further time to complete his answers on the documents to the court.

A debate on the Public Interest Immunity plea has been set for February 20.

Former Libyan intelligence agent Al Megrahi, who is being held in Greenock prison in Inverclyde, lost a previous appeal against his conviction in 2002.

The document setting out the grounds for the new appeal are to be lodged with the court tomorrow.

The Crown said it expected the grounds to go "well beyond" the point on which the case was referred back to the court by the SCCRC and sought to limit them to the Commission's findings.

Prosecutors also asked for restrictions on the defence's access to Crown productions.

They want Al Megrahi's lawyers to have access only to those directly related to specific grounds of appeal.

Ms Scott contested the request, saying the Crown had been "nothing but obstructive" in relation to accessing the productions.

Prosecutors were granted a month in which to launch any opposition to the scope of the appeal. The issue of productions will be discussed at a later date.

Jim Swire, whose daughter Flora died in the bombing, attended today's hearing.

Mr Swire, who believes Al Megrahi to be innocent, described today's proceedings as "worrying".

He said: "It's clear that the Lord Advocate had decided to divulge it (the document) to the SCCRC in the past and did not fight the SCCRC's request to see those documents.

"As a result of seeing it, the SCCRC said two things - that the content of one of the documents appears to contain material which might mean that the original trial was unfair, and that the Crown's failure to divulge the document to the defence in itself was another reason why the first trial might have been unfair.

"I think that the Crown has its back against the wall on this issue."

Mr Swire said of the Crown's attempt to limit the scope of the appeal: "That seems to me to fly in the face of what the court appeared to me to say last time, namely that the defence would be allowed to lodge any grounds of defence that they deemed relevant."

He added: "All in all, I find it rather a worrying session today in terms of delays and in terms of possible future restrictions on the defence."

All 259 people on board the Trans-Atlantic flight died when it exploded above the Scottish town on December 21 1988.

The wreckage which plunged to the ground also killed 11 Lockerbie residents.

end 201707 DEC 07 
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And finally, if you've got this far:
From the 'Malta Independent (on-line)
..................................................
Maltese shopkeeper said to have received $2 million to point Lockerbie case at Libyan 
Allegations have persisted that Tony Gauci, a Maltese shopkeeper who testified, in spite of contrary evidence, that he had sold Abdel Basset al-Megrahi clothing that ended up in the suitcase bomb, was paid to finger the Libyans, Jeff Stein, CQ National Security Editor wrote in the latest issue of Cqpolitics.com.

Mr Stein claimed that Gauci was paid approximately $2 million from the State Department’s USA Rewards programme, an authoritative source told him, along with another, still unidentified witness.

Together, they were paid somewhere between $3 million and $4 million for information leading to the conviction of Megrahi, the source said.

The State Department acknowledged to him that rewards were paid.

“A reward was paid out in the Lockerbie-Pan Am 103 case,” a spokesperson there said on condition of anonymity, “but due to operational and security concerns we are not disclosing details regarding specific amounts, sources, or types of assistance the sources provided.”

It was 19 years ago this weekend that the airliner, bound from London to New York with 259 passengers, 189 of them Americans, exploded in the night skies over Scotland, killing all aboard as well as 11 residents of Lockerbie, the village where the fiery chunks of steel and other debris came crashing down.

Back in 1988, Iran was immediately suspected of authoring the mass murder, in retaliation for the accidental downing of one of its own airliners by a US Navy warship in the Persian Gulf a few months earlier. 

US intelligence agencies, in overdrive to find the culprits, quickly compiled evidence that the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-General Command, or PFLP-GC, had carried out the plot on behalf of Iran and Syria, Mr Stein said. (The PFLP-GC was formed to oppose PLO leader Yasser Arafat’s movement toward detente with Israel.)

He quotes Robert Black, the senior University of Edinburgh legal scholar who devised the trial of the Lockerbie defendants in The Netherlands under Scottish law, as saying that that he suspected Libya was framed to avoid a case that would hold Iran and Syria responsible.

The first Bush administration needed Syria to stay in the broad Middle East coalition that it was readying to oust Iraq’s troops from Kuwait.

Ironically, Megrahi, now serving a life sentence in Scotland, could be freed soon, British authorities hinted on Thursday, as part of a broad normalisation of relations with Libya.

Only a day earlier, the Bush administration managed to stave off a congressional effort, led by Senator Frank R. Lautenberg, D-N.J., to deny it funds to build an embassy in Tripoli until Libya completed payments to the relatives of those who died on Pan Am 103. 

While Lautenberg lost that battle, he and his allies in the House did manage to prohibit the administration from giving Libya any US aid until the payments are completed.





 
